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Clerk’s report
Mattishall Parish Council

Unveiling of the plaque dedicated to Mattishall child,
Denver Clinton

The summer geraniums have been planted under the east and west village signs
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Clerk to Mattishall Parish Council - 29 May 2019
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May 2019

Clerk's report
The items below relate to actions/resolutions from the 7 May meeting:
Item 5 - Declarations of acceptance of office - All eight councillors have completed their forms.
Item 6: Approved minutes of the April meeting and draft minutes of the May meeting - These
have been uploaded to the Parish Council’s website.
Item 9: Parish Councillor vacancy - Adverts were put up on village noticeboards, the website and
on Next Door.
Item 12.2: New planning applications discussed - Parish Council comments have been provided
on Breckland Council’s planning pages.
Item 18.4: Bank signatories - The new signatory will be added to the bank mandate during June.
Item 18.5: Monthly payment of accounts - All payments have been made.
Item 19: Base for the WWI commemorative plaque - The Clerk was asked to contact a local
stonemason for a quotation for a granite plinth for the plaque to sit on top of. The Clerk will deal
with this during June and bring details to the July meeting.

Items requiring explanation on the 3 June agenda
Item 6: Speaker Toni Catt, Locality Manager at Norfolk County Council Library and
Information Service - Toni will talk about the mobile library service changes affecting
Mattishall.
Item 7: Planning - There are three planning applications for the Parish Council to comment
on and these are detailed on page 2 of the agenda.
Item 9: Football at the village green - A local resident has highlighted an issue with
children playing football because sometimes balls are hitting cars in the carpark at Old
School Green. The Parish Council felt this was a Barlow Charity issue but they have
discussed the issue and passed it back to the Parish Council.
Item 10: Norfolk Day preparations and to agree a budget - Preparations are well
underway. The working party will ask the Parish Council to agree a maximum budget.
Item 11: Public Rights of Way - An email has been received asking the Parish Council to
consider requesting that certain paths are added to the definitive map prior to the 2026
deadline (otherwise these paths will be lost forever). Maps and descriptions have been
received for the Council to consider.
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Item 12 - Proposal for the Probation Service to undertake maintenance work in the
cemetery - The Clerk has met with a Probation Officer to discuss whether the Probation
Service can tackle some tasks at cemetery, such as painting the railings and gate,
gardening, repainting the bench and removing excess soil. There is no charge to the
Parish Council but there are some costs to consider: paint and brushes (for painting
railings), skip hire (for the soil), hire of a portaloo for 2 weeks, light refreshments for the
workers. A team from the Probation Service has visited the cemetery before and worked
successfully on various similar tasks. The Parish Council will need to complete a service
level agreement and confirm that relevant insurance is in place.
Item 13.1: Tree Preservation Order at Mattishall Primary School: A TPO has been served on
trees in the school grounds. This was discussed briefly at the May meeting but further
information has now been provided.
Item 13.2: Trees and hedges overgrowing pavements - It is normal at this time of the year
to receive complaints from residents about hedges in their area. The Parish Council does
not have any power in this regard but Highways has the power to issue a notice to people
who are allowing their hedges and trees to encroach public highways. The Parish Council
might wish to consider whether a polite word with the occupier would be a good first step
or whether these issues should be passed directly to Highways to deal with.
Item 14: Finance - The Annual Governance and Accountability Return must be approved
at the June meeting. The Clerk will explain the process prior to approval.
Item 15: Discussion on the Parish Council’s social media presence - Mrs Farrier-Dutton
asked that this item is discussed as one of the lead organisers of many of the Council’s
events. She will go through the positives and negatives at the meeting.

Additional items for information
Highways - The Highway Rangers have asked if any small-scale highway tasks need to be dealt
with. A long list of tasks has been sent, including clearing gullies, cleaning highway signs,
clearing debris beside the road, re-setting manhole covers, strimming and spraying.
Play area - No problems reported. The plaque dedicated to a Mattishall 4-year old boy
who lost his fight with cancer earlier in the year was unveiled at the play area this month.
The family was very touched at the gesture and many people came along to witness the
unveiling, including the local press.
Speed Watch - The Chairman has delivered all volunteer application forms to the Police
Community Engagement Officer and she will organise training shortly.

Diary dates
Saturday 29 June - Village litter pick.
Saturday 27 July - Norfolk Day on the village green.
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