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December 2019

Clerk's report
The items below relate to actions/resolutions from the December meeting:
Item 3: Approved minutes of the November meeting and draft minutes of the December
meeting - These have been uploaded to the Parish Council’s website.
Item 7.2: New planning applications discussed - The Parish Council’s comments have been
added to Breckland Council’s planning pages.
Item 8.2: Allocation of Christmas hampers project - The hampers were delivered to 18 Mattishall
households during December. Two of the recipients have written to the Parish Council
expressing their thanks.
Item 9.2: Quotations for CCTV at the village green- The Clerk began researching CCTV in relation
to a public authority and soon realised that there are many considerations that the Parish Council
must take prior to obtaining quotations. The Clerk therefore advised Councillors that a working
party looking into this topic would be the best course of action and this features on the January
agenda.
Item 11.1: Installation of two security posts at the village green - The posts have been collected
by the contractor and he plans to install them during the week of 6 January.
Item 12: Parking issues on Church Plain - The Clerk was asked to put the resident who raised
parking issues in touch with the local vicar and this has been done, although no report has been
given on whether the two parties have met.
Item 14: Clock restoration - The vicar of All Saints Church has indicated that it might be
appropriate for the clock restoration to be part of the church’s overall restoration. More
clarification has been sought from the vicar.
Item 15.1: Review of the allotment fees - The Clerk will write to allotment holders in early January.
Item 15.2: Draft budget for 2020-21 - The Clerk has updated the spreadsheet to show accurate
figures to 31 December 2019 and projections to year-end. The proposed budget figures have
not changed.
Item 15.3: Payments - All payments have been released.

Items requiring explanation on the 6 January agenda
Item 8.1: Donations from the Christmas event - £321.36 was received from the grotto and
tree lighting event with a further donation of £30 from a villager. A £5,000 legacy was
received earlier in the year - the Council is encouraged to decide what to do with these
donations.
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Item 8.2 - Date and band for tree lighting event in December 2020 - The Squeezeast
concertina band have asked if the Parish Council would like to book them to play at the
next Christmas event as they get booked up early.
Item 8.3: Easter event - In 2019 the Parish Council ran an Easter Egg Hunt on Easter
Monday however this date (13 April) is close to the VE Day celebration. The Parish Council
needs to consider if it has the resource (manpower and finances) to host two events in less
than a month.
Item 8.4: VE Day celebration - The proposal is to set up a working group to work on the
detail. Dr Piper has already submitted a grant to Breckland Council; a decision is due in
March 2020. Dr Piper has used the safeguarding statement from All Saints Church to
satisfy one of the criteria for the application, hence his view that the Parish Council needs a
safeguarding policy for events (refer to item 13). He has included the following budgetary
items to build the application; the guidelines say that a matched-funding application will
be more likely to succeed. The budget comes to £879 although the maximum grant is
£500. The Parish Council needs to be prepared to fund the additional cost if all items are
committed to, as well as consider funding the whole event in case a grant is not
forthcoming.
Purchase of banners 2x £40 = £80
Printing of booklets = £150
Purchase of mementos for children, replica ration books and ID cards 100 x £2.19 = £219
Waveney Minstrels and dance teaching = £250
Cost of music licence = £30
Catering = £150
Item 9 - Discussion on council-specific email addresses - One councillor has suggested that all
councillors have a specific email address for their Parish Council work. A suggestion is
cllrjansmith@gmail.com - this is free to set up and would need to be set up by each councillor. A
second suggestion is to have an email address that matches the one used by the Clerk:
cllrjansmith@mattishallpc.info however this is not free and would cost in the region of £40 each
per councillor (set up by the Clerk). Having a councillor email address would mean separating
council business from personal emails.
Item 10.1: Goal posts on the village green discussion - The Barlow Charity has discussed the idea
of having goal posts on the green and they have no objection to the Parish Council’s proposal
(The Barlow Charity is the land-owner). One local resident has objected to the plan for a gate or
gap in the hedge to allow children to retrieve balls.
Item 10.2: CCTV - refer to item 9.2 from December meeting.
Item 11: Youth club contract extension - The current contract runs to 7 February 2020. It is widely
thought that the youth club has been a success so therefore the Parish Council needs to decide
on the future of the arrangement with the YMCA.
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Item 12: Operation London Bridge - Mrs Smith asked for this topic to be discussed at the
December meeting but due to lack of time it was only discussed for a couple of minutes. This
relates to local arrangements in the event of death of the Queen.
Item 14.2: Review of cemetery fees - The fees are reviewed every two years. The Clerk
recommends a 5% increase in fees. The current fees are available to read on the document
section of the website.
Item 14.3: Grant request from Mattishall Scouts - The Scouts have asked for a £630 grant for
maintenance of the Scout hut.
Item 14.4: Budget and precept for 2020-21 financial year - The Council must set the budget and
precept at the January meeting. The Clerk must send the precept demand to Breckland Council
by the end of January.

Additional items for information
Cemetery - There was one burial at Burgh Lane Cemetery during December.
Finances - A VAT reclaim was received in December for £1,512.98.
Play area - The Chairman inspected the play area during December.

Diary dates
Wednesday 12 February - Town and Parish Council Forum (for councillors only) at
Breckland Council offices from 5.30 pm.
Friday 8 May 2020 - VE Day (timings and venue to be confirmed).
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