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Clerk’s report
Mattishall Parish Council

Chairman, Terry Wilkins - second from left - was
asked to unveil the walnut sculpture at
Walnut Tree Fields during September

Sixteen people came along to the late September
litter pick and this is what they collected- a
worthwhile morning

Report prepared by Luisa Cantera
Clerk to Mattishall Parish Council
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Clerk's report
The items below relate to actions/resolutions from the September meeting:
Item 3: Approved minutes of the July and August meetings and draft minutes of the September
meeting - These have been uploaded to the Parish Council’s website.
Item 6.2: New planning applications discussed - Parish Council comments have been provided
on Breckland Council’s planning pages.
Item 9.1: Remembrance Day/war memorial - The Clerk has found two paving slabs in the lock-up
to replace the broken paving on the war memorial. The Council will discuss who will install them
at item 11.1 on Monday.
Item 9.3: 75th anniversary of VE Day commemorations - This item will feature on a future Council
agenda (not October).
Item 10: Signage at entrance to play area at Walnut Tree Fields - The play area inspector has
insisted that a sign is erected but the one originally suggested by Abel Homes was probably too
large. Abel Homes has sent a proof of a new sign and this is acceptable to the inspector - the
Clerk has confirmed it can be installed.
Item 11.2: Purchase of a new PA system for village events - The Vice-Chairman is hopeful that he
can source a system for just under £300 before VAT. It will be used at the Remembrance Day
service.
Item 12.3: Payments - All payments have been released, including the grant to the Mattishall PCC
(agreed at 12.2).
Item 12.4: Internal auditor for 2019-20 - The Clerk has contacted the internal auditor to confirm
that the Council would like him to continue to carry out this role and he was delighted.
Item 12.5: Renewal of contract with ESPO for electricity supply - The contract has been renewed
for the period 1 October 2020 to 30 September 2024, as agreed.
Item 15: New handyman appointment - The Clerk met with the new handyman for an induction
but afterwards he decided it wasn’t for him. The Council needs to re-advertise for a handyman refer to item 10 on the 7 October agenda.

Items requiring explanation on the 7 October agenda
Item 7: Planning - There is just one planning application for the Parish Council to comment
on and it is detailed on the second page of the agenda. Several results of decisions made
by Breckland Council will be reported at the meeting.
Item 9: Report from annual inspector regarding the play area gate - The Parish Council
was asked if the gate facing the roadside is fit for purpose. The inspector has been
consulted and he said that if the gate is changed in any way the supplier will deem
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themselves no longer liable and the insurance will also be invalidated. He believes the
gate, only fitted 2 years’ ago, is fit for purpose and meets safety standards. It has to open
outwards because a child needs to be able to escape easily from the play area, if for
instance they are being chased by other children or a dog. The gate is self-closing and
meets the required timings.
Item 10: Way forward with advertising for a new handyman - As explained above, the
Council continues to have a vacancy for a handyman/woman. The Council needs to
consider the role and decide on an advertising strategy.
Item 11.3: Repairs to the bench in the gym area - There are two options for repairing this
bench that has some rotten slats (previously located in the old play area beside the
school). One is to replace the slats with recycled slats; the other is for a local tradesperson
to plane the slats and re-varnish. Quotes will be provided at the meeting.
Item 12: Youth club - The club has become very popular and further staffing is needed.
An additional staff member was needed for Friday 4 October and the Clerk allowed this
expenditure as she felt she needed to exercise her ability to make a decision in an
emergency for the safety of the youngsters. The youth club will provide a brief report on
how they see the club taking shape over the coming months detailing the staffing
requirements.
Item 13: Christmas hampers - The Council agreed at the September meeting that it
wanted to give out hampers to those villagers in need for whatever reason this Christmas.
A villager has volunteered to make up the hampers and 2-3 organisations have agreed to
allocate them. Those organisations will distribute the hampers and the Parish Council will
not know who they go to due to data protection.
Item 14.2: New date for the Christmas event - All Saints Church, who ran an activities
afternoon for children prior to the Christmas tree lighting event last year, have set their
date as Sunday 1 December. It would be wise to continue with the same format given the
success of the santa’s grotto, organised by the Parish Council, in the church last year.
Item 15: Request for an electric vehicle charger - A villager has asked the Council to
consider a charging point at the village green. This will require research but is on the
agenda for initial discussion and a councillor to take the research forward if the Council
wishes to find out more.
Item 16: Instruction of a solicitor to deal with the transfer of open space land to the Parish
Council from Abel Homes - Abel Homes is in the process of moving off site at the Walnut
Tree Fields development and will transfer the land across to the Parish Council shortly.
They have asked if a solicitor will be instructed by the Parish Council.

Additional items for information
A47 dualling - This doesn’t feature on the October meeting as there is nothing new to report.
The group is awaiting a meeting with Highways England.
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Cemetery - There were no burials during September but there are two due to take place during
the first half of October. The Cemetery working group will organise a further meeting to discuss
cemetery matters during October or early November.
Defibrillator - During a weekly inspection, the Chairman noticed that the defibrillator was
missing in the cabinet. After a week of investigation, it was located at the local ambulance
station. Thanks go to Hannah for locating the defibrillator. It is now back in the cabinet on
the village green; it wasn’t even used.
Legacy - A generous donation of £5,000 has been left in the will of Derek Bingham and
was recently paid to the Parish Council.
Litter pick - Sixteen people came along to the late September litter pick. This is more
people than usual and could be as a result of advertising the event on Facebook.
Newsletter - A 2-page entry was written for inclusion in Miscellanea, the village magazine,
during September. It was also published on the Parish Council website.
Village Green - The gardener has completed the removal of plants, clearing excess soil
and has sown the bank with grass seed. The gate onto the green from Dereham Road is
due to be repaired shortly (issued raised by the play area inspector).

Diary dates
Sunday 10 November from 10.30 am on the village green - Remembrance Day service.
Sunday 1 December, pm - Santa’s grotto (in All Saints’ Church) and children’s activities
afternoon followed by tree lighting event on the village green.
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