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February 2019

Clerk's report 
The items below relate to actions/resolutions from the 4 February meeting: 

Item 3: Approved minutes of the January meeting and draft minutes of the February meeting - 
These have been uploaded to the Parish Council’s website. 

Item 6.2: New planning applications discussed - Parish Council comments have been provided 
on Breckland Council’s planning pages. 

Item 7.1: SAM2 posts - Highways has given permission for the sign to be used on Welgate on an 
existing post outside the old chapel.  The Clerk will order an additional bracket.   

Item 9.1: Donations from Christmas event - Dr Piper has purchased the bingo books and dabbers 
for use at the youth club. 

Item 9.3: Speakers for the Annual Parish Meeting on 17 April: Village organisations have been 
invited to attend this meeting.  Confirmed speakers include Community Action Norfolk on ways 
to save on energy bills, Norfolk Police Community Engagement on Speed Watch, the Mattishall 
Women’s Institute on their centenary year. 

Item 10.1: Youth club - The memorial hall has confirmed that the youth club can use the outdoor 
space on Friday evenings so long as children are supervised.  They have not agreed to a 
basketball hoop being installed due to the possibility of it being used at times when children are 
not supervised.  The cricket club has offered to set up a game of cricket one Friday evening in 
Summer.  The contract with the YMCA has been extended to 7 February 2020 and the memorial 
hall booked for the same period. 

Item 11: Gritting - The Parish Council agreed to write to Highways to ask for the cost of gritting 
Stone Road into Mattishall Road.  Highways have confirmed that the existing route that currently 
covers the Mattishall area is at capacity in terms of the permitted 3-hour window to treat the 
priority 1/2 routes. Therefore they cannot accommodate the request even if the Parish Council 
could fund it.  The Parish Council also asked permission for the SAM2 to be used on an existing 
post close to the Stone Road bridge and permission is awaited. 

Item 12: Researching ownership of the cemetery and allotments - The Clerk has spoken with a 
cemetery expert and he suggests the place to start is the old minute books which, whilst they 
should establish when the Parish Council assume responsibility for and ownership of the 
cemetery will not answer the question as to where the deeds are today.  The ownership of the 
allotments could also be established from old minute books. 

Item 14.3: Monthly payment of accounts - All payments have been made. 
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Item 14.4: Outdoor sport and play fund - The Norfolk Community Foundation has confirmed that 
a sport-related trip by the youth club is not eligible for funding from this grant. 

Item 18.1: Grass cutting - The contractor, TTSR Ltd, was delighted to accept the contract for the 
next 3 years.  The unsuccessful contractors have been informed that they were not successful. 

Item 18.2: Tree surgery at the allotments, cemetery and churchyard - The work is due to take 
place during the end of week commencing 4 March.  The unsuccessful contractors have been 
informed that they were not successful. 

Item 18.3: Repairs to the churchyard wall - No progress made as yet.  This will come forward for 
discussion at the April meeting. 

Item 18.4: Appointment of internal auditor - Mr Bergin was delighted to accept the work of 
internal auditor for the 2018-19 year-end. 

Items requiring explanation on the 4 March agenda 

Item 6.2: Planning - Four applications (two for the same property) will be considered and 
comments will be passed to Breckland Council. 

Item 10.2: Spending funding for outdoor sport and play (£889 already received and 
needs to be allocated) - The youth club has asked if £360 of equipment could be 
purchased for Summer sports.  The remainder needs to be allocated soon and village 
organisations have been asked to bid for this funding.  One request from the cricket club 
has been received. 

Item 11: Naming the play area - The play area is currently referred to as ‘The Mattishall 
Play Area’ and it has been suggested by Mrs Smith that it has a name.  She will introduce 
this topic at the meeting. 

Item 12: Speed Watch - Mr Wilkins has asked for an initial discussion on setting up this 
scheme in Mattishall.  He will introduce this topic at the meeting. 

Additional items for information                                                                                             

Allotments - One larger plot has been split into two with the current holder retaining half 
and the other half has now been let.  These are the final two payments outstanding; the 
rest of the allotment holders have paid their 2019 fees.  The handyman has repaired the 
wooden box that houses the tap at the allotments. 

Annual parish meeting on 17 April - Village organisations have been sent an invite to 
attend.  Four speakers have been confirmed: the Police will talk about Speed Watch; a 
representative from the Mattishall & Burgh Charity about their work in the village; the WI 
about their centenary year; and a youth leader from the YMCA about the new youth club. 
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Breckland Council events during February - The Clerk and several councillors attended 
the prospective councillor evening on 12 February.  It was an interesting evening even 
though the focus was on recruiting district councillors everyone felt they learned 
something.  On 21 February, the Clerk and several councillors attended the Town and 
Parish Council forum.  The main theme was planning; everyone seemed to enjoy talking to 
Breckland officers prior to the talks.   

Cemetery - The parishioner who asked for a plaque for a relative to be sited in Mattishall 
Cemetery has changed their mind and has made alternative plans.  The Clerk is still 
seeking quotations for repairs of the gate.  One quote has been received so far and 
another is being sought and the contractor is meeting with the Clerk in mid-March.  

Defibrillator training - Another training session, in conjunction with East Tuddenham, is in 
the early stages of being planned for April/May to be held in Mattishall. 

Finances - The finances are up-to-date.  

Highways - Several highways issues have been reported.  The new highways engineer is trying 
hard to listen to and respond to concerns. 

Permissions from the Norwich Diocese - The tree works and repairs to the churchyard wall 
have been approved by the Norwich Diocese. 

Plaque commemorating WWI - This project is still ongoing.  Mr Rockliff has supplied an 
outline of the work required to build a plinth - the next step is to ask the landowner if he 
agree to this. 

Play area - No problems reported. 

Website - As new regulations due to come into force in the Autumn of 2020 relating to 
readability for people with disabilities, the Clerk has spent time moving the Parish 
Council’s site towards compliance, such as adding ‘alt tags’ to photos and images and 
labelling headings. 

Diary dates                                                                                           

Saturday 30 March 2019, 10 am - 12 pm starting on the Village Green - Village Litter Pick 

Wednesday 3 April 2019, 4 pm - Deadline for prospective councillors (current and new) to 
submit nomination forms to Breckland Council 

Wednesday 17 April 2019, 7 pm for 7.30 pm (refreshments from 7 pm) at the Memorial 
Hall - Annual Parish Meeting 

Thursday 2 May 2019 - Election day for town and parish councils
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