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Parish Council budget and 
council tax for 2020-21 
We’d like to let you know that the parish council tax 
rate has been increased for the 2021-21 financial 
year and the reasons why it has been increased. 
While in percentage terms the increase looks large, 
in real terms it is around 25p per week for a Band D 
property. 

The Parish Council obtains the best best value for 
money for the community but properly servicing a 
parish the size of Mattishall cannot be done cheaply. 
A financial grant from central government finished 
last year and the increasing cost of running the 
parish had been partially funded from reserves. 
However, reserves are there to meet unexpected 
costs and the point has been reached where it would 
not be sensible to reduce them further. 

The parish council tax rate is used to support all 
sections of the community and to this end funds the 
youth club, partially funds the community car 
scheme, maintains the communal areas (play area, 
allotments and cemetery) and contributes to the 
running costs of many parish organisations through 
a small grants scheme. The youth club is very 
successful due to involving the YMCA, which has 
more idea of what will appeal to young people. The 
car scheme has been in existence for many years 
and is an essential service for many in the 
community.  Volunteers gave considerable time and 
effort to raise funds for the new play area and this 
provided the bulk of the cost with the Parish Council 
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At time of going to print, 
these events are planned.  
Check our website for 
further information in 
case we need to cancel 

Village litter pick 

The next litter pick will be held 
on Saturday 28 March 
starting at 10 am on the Village 
Green lasting 2 hours followed 
by refreshments. 

Annual Parish Meeting 

We will soon be hosting the 
Annual Parish Meeting.  It’s an 
informal get-together where 
we hear from local 
organisations.  
Keep an eye out on social 
media, our website and 
noticeboards for the date of 
this event.  It’s always a 
sociable evening and a chance 
to hear what is going on in the 
village. 

VE Day 

We are planning a village 
event for Friday 8 May from 
12-4 on the green, which will 
be a bank holiday this year. 
The event will commemorate 
the 75th anniversary of VE Day 
and will involve 1940s music, 
stalls, military vehicles, free 
picnic and a memory board. 
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making up the balance. To ensure that this will not 
necessary again in another 20-25 years, the PC now 
sets aside a sum each year to provide for ongoing 
maintenance, upgrading and eventual replacement 
of the equipment. 

We are also responsible for maintaining All Saints’ 
Churchyard, which includes grass cutting,  
maintaining the trees and the perimeter wall. In the 
current financial year, a tree was felled due to 
disease and the churchyard wall had to be repaired 
due to damage caused by lorry hitting it. 
Unfortunately, the same area of wall was further 
damaged in mid-February so we start again with 
dealing with the repairs. 

We hope that you support this increase in your 
council tax and the good things we try to do for the 
community. 

Luisa is leaving the Parish Council after 
14 years as Clerk 
We will be saying farewell to 
Luisa Cantera, our long-
standing Clerk, at the end of 
March.  Our ties with Luisa 
won’t end because she trains 
and supports town and parish 
councils around Norfolk.  We 
wish her well for the future.   

We are pleased to announce that 
our new Clerk will be Lorraine 
Trueman - just check our 
noticeboards and the website 
for the change in phone 
number from 1 April.  The email 
address for the Clerk remains 
the same.  Lorraine lives in 
Mattishall and is looking 
forward to taking on this new 
role. 
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The Parish Council 

Terry Wilkins (Chairman) 

Graham Clarke   

Richard Norton  

Mike Nunn (Vice-Chairman)   

David Piper          

Janice Smith 

Chris Taylor 

Richard Turner  

Luisa Cantera (Clerk until 31 
March), Lorraine Trueman from 
1 April 2020   

Further details of councillor 
responsibilities, details of 
meetings and minutes are on 
the website.  If you would like 
to discuss anything related to 
the Parish Council, please 
contact the Clerk.  

Councillor vacancy 

We have one vacancy on the 
Parish Council due to the 
resignation of Hannah Farrier-
Dutton.  We’d like to thank 
Hannah for all of her 
enthusiasm during her time as 
parish councillor.  It was 
Hannah’s idea to hold our first 
Norfolk Day in July 2018, to 
run a santa’s grotto at our 
Christmas events and an 
Easter event last year.  

If you would like to find out 
more about becoming a 
parish councillor, please 
contact the Clerk.
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